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A word to thoſethatare for the Approbation of Miniſters ;.and 
ſomething to thoſe that ſcruple about the Receiving or not Receiving 
that, which they call a Sacrament and Communion of Saints, at Za: 


fter, 'P entecoff, Coriſtmas, ſo called, and other Feſtival and ſerdayes, 
or any other time*-when it is to be adminiſtred by thoſe Prieſts that 


profels themſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, 
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The tearc Opencd by Chriſt, 
OR 


'The conditions of a troubled Soul that could find no reft» 
peace, cornfort, nor ſatisfaction in any thing. below che Di- 
vine Powerand glory of God, breaking furthand appearing 
through ſeveral operations and manifeſtations, by the bleſſed 
Spitit of che Lord Teſus, the Saviour of the Soul, 
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Bout the ſixteenth year of theage of my natural life, 
the Lord did begin to work under a cloud, and let 
me ſee the vanity that 1 lived in, and wrought me 
into. ſome inward trouble of mind, and I feeing;. 
that the wrath of God was revealed JckinſGn in me, knew not - 
what to do to ſatisfie hisJuftice that was offended ;-bur-by cott- 
ſulting with mine own heart, and carnal reaſon rogecher,ſeron'. 
ſome ſelf-a&ing, to {eek for life, peace, comfort, and fatisfa-' 
ion ro my ſon, and ſoconcluded in my ſelf,chat reading, bea- 
ring of Sc rmons, 3ndprayer, was the way and means to appeaſe: . 
the wrath of God, and to attain to ſalvation ,. believing: in the', * 
Decliration of the Sctiptures, that Chrift dying at: Zerwu/aleas, Plal.z 2, 5, 
to ſacisfie the infinite Tultice, which was offended, by me'a fin- 6% 
full creature;. and {6 betook my ſelf toi read often, and-pray © al,55. 
often, a? ſet times, 2nd to bear Sermons gften;-, that» ig became Drs hg 
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cuſtonifny, and Left of apyſpores and plealures; lppkibgupotin Thity, 
[4 OS ts ; 


them all to bevain an cnith,and became very ſtri& in ob- 17. 
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ſerving what the Prieſts did preſs me unto,and read three times 
aday, and praycd as often, and ſeveral times in the night, and 
roſe out of . bed to pray upon my bare knees, becauſe David 
prayed ſeveral times in the night, and whatl did, it was from 
imicationof others, knowing no better way than at that pre- 
ſent, but as the Prieſts taught me, who themſelves were never 
taught of God ; and I got many Chapters by heart to medi- 
rate,on as I went abour my labour, and applyed the Promiſes: 
and Saints condition: to my ſclf,and went to Church as i cal- 
ld it, and chcy tangh: me, and I writ Sermons, and repeated 
duty at the nights, and oblerved both publique duty and pri- 
vate, as they calledir, and chen [ followed their waics and-wor- 
(h'vs, reſting un thoſe outward performances, and fo went on - 
in.an hly joy, ttat ſpring up from thoſe fl: (hly performan- 
ces «.i.d 1 the will, and by thereaſon,and did.increaſe ia out- 
ward kn2v# iedg, walking a little (trity to the outward appee- 
race, making ſome conſcience of my way that I walked in, 
and became zt1iuus, ſo that I could have perſecuted even unto 
d:a:h, thole that were licenttous,and did not walk as exaQtly as 

I did. 

AzJ all this while I was but carnal and earthly, knowing 
nothing of the new-birth, and the reſurre&ion of the juſt, but 
v- alicd on inanoutward profeſſion , believing all to be true 
that the Pricfts told me, and was very zealous for them at that 
time, and was Cateckized by them, obſerved co do as they gave 
me dire&ions, and would gladly do what was and might make 
moſt for the glory of God, and as they told me, that the Stee- 
plehouſc was the Church and Houſe of God, | did then believe 
them, a4 as they told me that Sprinkling Infants -was one of 
the Sealing Ordinances ; and that which they called a Sacra- 

| ment, W3s another ; | gave credit to what they ſaid, and was 
S:. mighty zealonsfor thoſe traditions three or four years; and 1. 
d:d rhenloath ail open prophaneneſs,and ſports, and plcaſures, 

and ile and vain company, and grew ſol: arid ferious in my. 
way, df: ng of theLord to inftrutme;and reach me his mind: 
> a24 will, chat T light do what he made known unto me, out” 

-. -6f the jaregrity of mine heart, and being ſtri&in h-aring,” rea-" 
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(3) 
called a Puritan, Rotmdhead, and the like, and fo rejviced in 
that, calling it che Croſs of Chriſt ; bue the Croſs of Chrift is a 


mylterie, wh | j 

And about the 20 year;or 21 of my age, | began to queſtion ; | | 

many things that i had been fo zealous for ; and ſomething F1 
roſe upin my ſpirit to work me into an examination of rny way | 
| 


and worſhip that I then lived in, and made me rclilefs in my 
ſpirit, and fer me on ſearching the Scripcures very diligently, | 
and by the light of Gcedin my conſcience, ai'd the Scriptures aa ov. 28, 
tozether teſtifying, 1- came to (ce thar the Steeplehouſe was not 1 | cr. 2. 5. tf 
a Church, nor the houſe of God, as they had rold me 3 and I A&. 4 32. | 
believed that prayer was moreacceprable in that houſe than in SPh-2: 22»: 
any other place, till the Lord convinced me of that error recci- Bok ws 
ved by eradicionfrom the Prieſts s for I was made to (ce by the :0o, 2 r, 22. 
breakings forth of the light of God in my ſpirit, that rhe Stee- Eph. 5. 26, 
plehouſe was no Church, for the Scripture ſaith , that Chriſt *7: 
came to redeem his Charch with his blood, &- not that Scone- Kmart 8 
kouſc ; and that the Church of Chrift was made all cf living go 146 
ſtones, ,cleA and pretious, and there is net one living ſtone in 
that; and although there was a Temple commanded to be 
builc by.So/ox50y, and that was but a figure for the.time preſent, 
till Chriſt came co put an end to the Covenant outwardly, Tem- 
ple, aid Sacrifices, that were then offered up ; and Chriſt ſaid, 
that there ſhould not be one ſtone left upon another in that 
Temple that w iS at Jeruſalem, and there was never any 0- 
ther commanded co bebuilded ; and now there are many Idols: . 
Templcs which are no Churckes, for the/Church isia God the 
Father of onr Lord Ieſus Chriſt, as Paxl and Silvanue writ to ' 
theTheflalontans, and the Church of Curift was of one heart, - 
and one mind ;.. but now in the Engliſh: Churckes, . or people. 
that aſſemble rageiher 18 che Idols Temple, they are of confu- 
ſion, one ſaying one thing, and another ſaying another , both. 
Prieſts and peopic divided. Butia the Church of Chrift there - 
is trac unity.and nojarring nor. japgling ;- and the. Saints cher 
bodics are Temples for the holy Ghoſt to-dwelbi.;, as God hach- 
faid, 3 Cor. 6.17, 18. TOLD 
Then was I co::vinced by the light of Chriſtin my conſci- 
Ee that cle Propfs Were very Formal) in tae WED They: Cxaf- 
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led prayer , and that they kept in a ferm of words, and knew 


ae o before hand what to ſpeak, when to begin, and when to end, 


Cor. 14, any natural man might do ſo, that had bur aquick wit and me- | 


15, mory, and I could havedone that my ſelf, till 1 was convinced 


Rom.$.26, that cither to get prayers out of a book, or to-pray by a b6ok 


wh was carnal and formal, and not by the ſpirit, and this was a ſe- 
Pac *' cond error that 1 lived in,till the Lord did convince me of itby 
AR. 12, 5. bis ſpiric, and | had received that by tradition from the Prieſts, 
Rom. 12.12 and 25 the lizghrof Goddid arife in me, 1conld notbe facisfi- 
lude 20. ed with ſuch-carnality, and ſo likewiſe their Preaching became 
Ja. 5. 15> butas the telling of 2 cale, or « boy that ſaith over his weeks 
-” work at the School; what he hath learned all the week, he faith 
over at once, or onetime, and fo did the Prieſts, they ſtudied 
out of books, and writ downin papers, and knew whereto be- 
gin, and where to end, and any natural man might do fo ; but 
the natural man knowethnot the things of God, for they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned'; And this-is another error that | did live 
in, till t was convinced of it by the pure lighe of God ih my 
Ifa. 9.-16. conſcience z forthe Prieſtsneither Preached nor prayed by the 


Hot 3e "*: Spirit, and ſo there was little or no- reformation at'all wrought 
add AY for people that had' been proud, did continite ſo, and the 


Prieſts led'tltiem eninit, and made them covery for ir, atid (o 
Tal 4 on in covetouſnels, ſports, or pleaſures, and thelike;; tor looks 
Cor; 2, ingatthe Prieſt foran example, and ſeeing him given' ro pride, 


[E- - 12,23, Covetouſneſs, and the like, chic people fay in' their hearts, chat 
| Rom. 6. 3; if it Werenot right, he would nor do it} and if he doir, they 


45 5» may doit, for he knoweth more than they do; and ſo they fol- 


Gal-3-27. 1ow himfor their exempR, and'become light and vain; and that- 
Scriptureis fulfilled by them, The leaders of rhe proyle cauſe 
them to erre,. And a fourth error thit was diſcov:red'unts me;- 
tharthe Prieſtsled mto, was ſprinkling infants;calling it Bap*- 


tiſm, andentring theminto Covenine with Chtift'; ana Chriſt 
neve: ſprivkling any infant, nor the Ap Miles: never {fptinkled!' 
any, for that is carnal,and they have ' no* Sctipthre-rute” foÞ it , 
for by one ſpiritdid; and were they  baptiretl int one body? 
in the C hurch of Chriſt, and made to drink into ofte ſpirits 
But the Prieſts'of Pyrlave walk clear conttiry tothe 'Syint: 
ruleandorderiin'thetrue Chlirchy arid' they obſerved” fool; 
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heatheniſh cuſtoms in the Steeple-houſes in Yorke/hire, at the' 
ſprinkling of infants ; they were to have Godfathers & God- 
mothers for the child, & God hath neither father nor mother, 
& all that are born of water and the ſpirit, and baptized with 
the holy Ghoſt, who deny choſe Popiſh Ceremonivs : ani a 
fooliſh thing was there upheld art the ſprinkling of infants, If yds 
a young man did not kiſs the young woman there openly,he Ss 
was to forfeit a pair of gloves, and the prieſt did fuffer ſuch "i 
things as theſe unreproved ; and I was convinced of the error 
ofthem, and madeco teſtifie apainft them, and could nor ſing 
Davids conditions in Rime and Meeter with them, becaulc i 
could not experience thoſe conditions in my ſelfto be fulfil- pu 
led; and what I could not witneſs was not mine: then was | pph.5.6. 
hated & reproached ,and called Independent, Browniſt,Sepa- tothe 19.v, 
rate,and the like, and was content to bear their reproches,for 
the teſtimony of the truth in what I knew, 1 Pee. 4. I 4. | | 

Forin reading the Seriptures,1 did ſee thatthere never was r Pet. bs 26 


any ſach things praiſed amongſt Chriſtians, & that all that *8'9: 
were baptized with water, which wasthe figure,were ſuch as \@ 3 
did bring forth fruits of amendment of life, as in L»ke 3, and M14; Ss 
were believers, and not infants; and though Chriſt did (ay, 
Suffer lsttle chilarey to come, and forbid them not, for of ſuch 
the Kingdom of God, Mark g. 33.t0 the end. Mark 1o.chap. 13. 
14, 15, 16. 

Yer he did net baptize them,for he baptized none himſelf, 
but his jotng > ?ohy 4, 2. they did not baptize any but be- 
lievers ; yes,ſay they,the Goaler and his kouſhs1d,and others 
and their houſhold ; and then conſequently ſay they, there 
muft be infants in an houſhold. 

Now that was their carnal reaſon and conſequence that led | : 
them out into the imaginations of thejr own hearts,for no in- St 
fantis mentioned,and they might be ſuch places as their chil- 

dren were grown up to believe in Chriſt, for the word was 
preached to them before they wete baptized, and when the 
Goalor zgked what ſhould be done that ſalvatio might follow? 
it Was anſwered, Belzeve, and bebapriz/d-; but bad there been 
1nants,they had not been capable of fait h,& the preaching of | 
theword by the holy Glioft, which gav/ power mith the _—_ ET OITEN” 
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(6) 
etone, tomake it'effeAual, A&s 16. 32, 33, 34. As 1T 7, 
8,9, IO, Il. 

#And ſecondly,as for infants being inthoſe'Families,there is 
ror any mention-of them,and there might as well be-no child 
at all, forin ſeveral families in 7orkgbire,and for inſtance,thac 

Þ wherel then lived, they never had. child, and if all the ba- 
= mily had becninthe faith there, and baptized, there would 
D not have been one infant. 

7 And Chriſts ſuffering little children to come unto him, was 
to bleſs them, and heal them of their diſeaſes, which was the 
work he was abour at thattime,and not baptizing with water, 

- for he baptizef none but with the holy Ghoſt ax. 3. it. 
\. And herein the error ofthe Prieſts was diſcovered, that they 
did not a by the Spirit of the Lord, but followed the imagi- 
nation of their own hearts,and lead people into error and de- 
luſjon, and do things without warrantfrom the Spirit of the 
: living God, and fo are ignorant of the Goſpel ; for the Mini- 
Epi. 13232 ſters of the Goſpel are the Miniſters of the ſpirit,2 Cor.3. 1,2. 
(0 the 13: 2,4,5, 6. 2 Cor.4«to the 14. ver. Gal. 1. 11,13. Col. 1, 25, 
-_-, totheend. 

Anpther thing the Prieſts led me to obſerve, and that they 
called a Sacrament and Communion of Saints, and told me it 
was a ſacrifice acceptable, and well pleaſing to Ged, for the 

Fi purging cut of ſin, and aſſuring the ſoul of Gods loveand fa- 
SY your,and a ſealing ſoul-ſaving Ordinance, and the like: And 
one came to the houſe where lived, a High-Pprieſt, who had 
been a Captain inthe Army, and examined me about it, neer 
unto an houſe, and I did conſent to receive it at his hands, 
which was a thing Ivery much did ſcruple, whether] ought 
ro do.it,or not to doit, becauſe in my exaMination,in My own 
ſpiric,l could not tell well what the body of Chrift was,though 
] could talk to him much, andin many words about thoſe 
things, for Ihad gor much to ſpeak of though I did then lit- 
ule experience what I ſaid, but thought it was ſufficient'to ta/k | 
and diſcourſe of things,” andreſt in the 6utward knowledge 
of the ſame, .. - | > ug | x21 
There was great'expeRation'ofthe Prieſt to come to.that | 
Town wherel lived, toexamine and ſce who were fittore- ! 
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(7) | | 
ceive, and who was.not, for hewonſe not adrait- of any; 
And great fear was uponmany, and that yot of the fmalleK, 
before the day of examination came, leſt they ſhould not have 


wherewithal to anſwer, and ſo come to ſhame; but it was fo, 


that he came to that Hal place, where 1 then was a ſervant: 


and I was ſent for into the Prieft,and going into the Hall,the 


Owners theresf went their wayes forth; and 1 would have 
followed, butthe Prieſt called me to kim, and asked me many 
queſtions,afid we continbed our diſcourſe neatiuntoan hour, 
ſo thatthe 14ſt.queſtion he atked me, was the firſt he began 
with; and I'told bimthe ſame,and upon that we parted, and 
he ſtroaked me on the head, and gave me hisblefſſing, the bleſ- 
ſing ofthe Prieft,and the laying on of his hand, but T did not 
receive any holy Ghoſt by him, nor atthat time knew riot 
what the holy Ghoſt was. © | *Þ & QC 42200 
Yet when the Prieſt and they came together ſoon after that 
day,hetold che be was.never ſo anſwered by any,exceptthey 
had been at {awbridge, as if God could not rexch, histruth 
without Cambriage and Oxferd helps ;" at moreover ie faid 
he would go forty miles 6n his bare feet,if 81! his Pariſh were 
ſuch, uponthar condition,ſo reaſoning carnally,though then 
] knew not the ſame, but ſadled a horfe, and road to accom- 
pany him towards his hayſe that night, and he fhewed mack 
outward love 3, but azrhe day did appear, the ſhadows fled 
2W av. ;  £  ditalas » Sc IG, 
Ard before the time came that we were to go to cat bread” 
and Wine, Which they call a Sacramcnt,and Communion of 


Saints; but is not(I ſay before the time camethat itwasto be 


given, and1.to receive it )there was greatreafoningin me,end 
gceat preparation I made by reafoning and praying, and pou- 
ri forch my cotnplaintid the Lord to fit me;and prepare me 
and make me worthy to pirtake of that Ordinaace,and make 
me & fit Communicant, and che like ; but after three or four 


weeks preparation, ſtill I was not right ia my ſelf, & knew not 


what to do, whether to reccive it #r not; yer leſt 1 ſhould of- 

fend, I went, and when 1was going, all the way I nnd 

panderedin my heart, and defired of the Eord to feal up affu- 

cance to my ſoutthet day by the ſame ; and whenIwasto re- 
| | B 
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ceive the Cup into my hand, I trembled in my heart for fear, 
left I ſhould be. unwerthy; and after I had received the bit and 
the.ſup, 1 fat. pondering of .1t in-my heart, and. waited in ex- 
peRation in my ſelf,to receive fome divine operation, and ſpi- 
ritualchange,and.to receive aſſurance of the parden ofin 
but none came. in; But the thougkts,of my heart did excee- 
dingly trouble me, and fda was brought ingo my remem- 
brance , how fhat Satan entred after that he had received the 
ſop: and then great queſtioning and reaſoning did ariſe in me, 
whether I were of the nurmberof Gods Elec, yea.or ng, and 
oreat fear cameupon me, and I went home, and prayed to the 
Lord, and cryed and prayed a week or two before I was clear. 
ed, and:ſo it wrought for good, for I ſaw thea by the light of 
God (o.my conſcience, thatit was:not the body and. blood of 
Chriſt, but a carnal invention: and ſÞ did the Lord clear my 

underftandingin-thatthing, and ket me ſee. why: Chriſt brake 

the Paſseover with his Diſciples, and how the bread,which the 

Saints broke, was the Communion ofthe body of Chriſt, and 

the cup whichtheydrank,. was. the Commumion'ofrhe blood 

of Chrift;. and: ſo.l,was-maade to- ſee theerror of the Prieſts 
+ Cot.zo. inthatthing, .andthar theirs was-but a ſacrificingto Devils , 
x5, 16, 37, And notto Gad, as.the Gentiles did, ſo do-they, 1 Cor. 10 
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Lord-vifited with his loving os & took me into the Inn, 
the Docrine of his Son, and healed and cured my diſeaſed and 
wounded ſoul. | 

\For a year, or very nigh, T was full of trouble, and did ſee in- 
co the deceits of Prieſts, bur looked that ſome of them ſhould 
be right, and went from one to another ; and if I did hear of 
any that were bigh innotion,l ran after him, but he was as the 
reſt, and {tillmy ſoul wanted, and I knew not where to betake 
my ſelf ro find reſt, all outward belps and means failed, and L 
was ſo wearied inmy ſpirit, that I could not write afcer them 
as I had done, and 1 ſaw them to be confuſed in their ſayings, 
one ſaying one thing, & another ſaying another,and they con- 
fuſed themſelves many times intheijr own ſayings, Which did 
exceedingly trouble me, forin hearing of them as the pure ſeed 
of God ſprung in me, and groancd for deliverance, never 2 
Prieſt that ever 1 heard or met with, could deliver, nor dire& 
me where to waittill deliverance came, but drove me further 
off, for when all duties and performances failed,and death paſ- 
ſed upon them that | neither found life in hearing,reading nor 
prayer,but was wearied,and cryed out day and night, weeping 
and wathng, and was full of theterror of the Lord, and my 
earth was diſquieted and did mourn, and I lamented, but no 
eye pittied, for they were to me as foks miſerable comforters, 
and inſteadof healing they wounded, and ſetme to a&tand do 
in my wili,asI had done,and bad me repent, and believe,and 
the like, but never told me, neither how to repent nor believe 
by experience, and ſol was ſtill as far frompeace and reſt as I 
was before, and the righteous Law was ſet upin me, which did 
condemn me for all my ſeif-aRtings,and wearied me out of all, 
and the curſes rung in my ears, curſed, curſed, curſed art thou, 
for thou doſt nat continue in all things that are written inthe 
book of the Law, to dothem; and the pure was ſtirred up in 
me, and wounded the Serpenttime after time, yet not meeting 
with any true ſhepherd that could dire& to walk by the foot- 
ſteps of the flock, to come where the fold was, I wandred to 
and fro, from mountain to mountain, in clouds and thick dark- 
neſs, and the hirdling ſhepherds inſtead of ſeeking a poor loſt 
ſheep that wandred : and wanted life and refreſhment, they 
| B 2 drove 
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dtovewe of, and'ler their Soge0n me, and chaced me-away 
frotn ther, and ſo fulfilled the Propheſie' of Ezekiel, the 34. 
Chapter. | Pp | _ 

For when 1 could not find any reſt, peace, comfort, or ſatiſ- 
faction in any.thing that I could do, and durſt not but go to 
hear ſome of them; when I came there, none ſpake to my 
condition, butall was confuſed, what they builded up in the 
forepart of their Sermons, they threw down apain in the hin- 
der part, and began co rail and bark like doggs, and cryed eut 
of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, andthe like ; I could not bear 
it, becauſe that when T asked them the ground of error,Schiſm, 
and Hereſie, and would have had them not to cry out of thoſe 
things, but lay them open, and make them known to tle peo- 
ple to be avoided ;. but they ſtill keep barking and ſaarling at 
my heels, or behind my back, but not to my face, and they ſet 
the cors to bark and javver inthe ſtreets, and they wool rail 
upon me, and athers that walked in any tenderneſs of conſci- 
ence, Souldiers and others thar then feared God ; and if we 
had been ſpeaking two or three together,they would have cal- 
ted us Tub-Preachers, and SeRafies; and Independents, and 
the like, and railed on us, wagging their heads, as the wicked 
did at D434, and fo they fulfilled theſaying of the Lord by 
the Prophet, My ſbrep wandred upon all the mountains, and np- 
ou every high hill, yea,my fleck.was ſcattered upon all the face of 
rhe earth, and none did iſearch or ſtch after thew, Exth. 34: 6. 
and faith the Lord to the hireling Shepherds, that eat the far, 
and cloth themſelves with the'wool!, who feed themſelves, and 
feed not the flock, the diſeaſed have ye not Rrengthned, nei- 
ther have ye healed that which was ſick,neither have ye bound 
up thatwhich was broken, neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven away,neither have ye ſought that which was 


Toſt; but with force and craely have ye ruled them, and ſo have- 


they fulfilled che ſaying ofthe Lord by his Prophet Ez2k.'34+ 
3:4. but ſtill my ſoul longeth to ſee the ſalvarion of the Lord 

and many a day did T weep andcry , and looked upon my ſelf 
to he the tniſerableſt” creature that was upon the face ofthe 
earth, and Fcould notreſ till 1 left off for .goingto the Stee- 
plchouſe, which was bythemTalled a Church ; and this-pro- 


- 


miſe-- 
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niſe-of the Lord came in, I will teach thee freely my (elf , and 


ali tt = children of the Lord ſhall be taught of the Lord, ard in 
 righ--ouſneſs ſhall they be eſtabliſhed, 7/a. 54 13, 14. Exck. 
1, 32; SC: 
: Tan when Tlefr off, and did not go to Church, as they cal- 
ledic, and had been-ſodiligent to hear, repeat, and write Ser- 
mons, and pray, and perform duty, and the like, then came 
ſome profeſſing people that I had been very incimate with , and 
they perſwaded meto go tothe Church again, and aid ] ſhould 
give grez: occaſion of offence to many , if | letc off, thar had 


been ſo as L had been, and the like, fo chat they prevailed wich 


me togo ſometimes : . but great trouble was upon me+when [I 


was there, hearing them lie, as they did : and there was much | 


preſſiags inmy ſpiric to ſpeak to them openly, but I was hin- 
dred, and roſe up and went out and left them, wich reſoluti- 


ons never to hear them more, come on me what will come, and: 


then ſtayed away rill' fome came to me,and wept over me to en- 
treat me too again, and could netprevail ; and ſome that bad 
command of me in the outward, would havecoime and threat- 
ned me w hat they would do, if that I would not go to the 
Church, as they called it, and ic was their duty they (45d, to 
cauſe me to obſerve them in their commands. To the which 
lanſwered, and ſaid, that in any outward affairs that 1 could 


do, they ſhonld command me, and I would be ſ{abje&t to them. 


but as touching. the worfhip of Ged, they were not to com- 
mand me contrary-to my conſcience ; for they were but earth 


ly minded people, though they were great in the world, and of 
a great profeſſion, and che nataral man kaew not the things of 


God, becauſe they were ſpiritually to be diſcerned ; ſo 1 defi 
red them ropardon mein that thing, for 1 could not go with 
them to the houſe of Rimmer to worlhip; I ould be willing 
todic, rather than to offend my conſcience in What 1 was con- 
vnced of, and offend my God, tos ſerve mens wils, whether js 
it better toobey God or man judge ye ? for I cannot be ſub- 


xRin that thing So 1 was made to deny: the Pricſts and their 7 
way of worſhip, and depy-all that #/hich I had gathered toge- Mat.10.38, 


ther under them, and wait upon God for teaching, coun{e}, and 16, 24. 


direRion inall things, according ts bis promilc, which he bath 
| Falfilled, 


%. 


uke g. 23+ - 
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Rom.7.9, fulfilled, and in waiting npon the Lord, in thelight of the Sjirie - 
19,11.12. of truth I found much inward peace, joy, comfort, and fatist1- 
Rom. 8.2, tion to my ſoul, and the righteous law of the ſpirit of life {et 
Ha: 2.6, 9 8Þ Within , convincingof fin, and the righteous jadgeme:1t of. - 
 Ver.x. 25 God, condemning all unrighteouſneſs, as the light and Law of - 
Jam. z. 21. the ſpirit of life in Ctrift Jeſus did diſcaverit in mee, ind ts & 
Rom.10. ternal word and power of God were preached in me by: Chriſt 
Soap Jeſus, my Lord, which power did ſhake the carth, ſea, and dry 
C0,.4. It, p . ; 
Cel.z. 15, jand, and did overturn the mountains by theroots,and pur dark- 
Ib 28, 7, neſs to an endin me, {o that the true light of the glory of God: 
$,9,19,11. jn the face of Jeſus Chriſt, dothnow ſhine in my foul, and the 
1 Cor. I, heavenly tre: ſare doth d well in an earthen veſkl, as the Apolile 
+ ang did witncfs, 2 Cor..4 (6, 7. | ROT 
12,13. And my joy is in doing the will of my heavenly Father, and 
Phil.3. the Lord Jeſus my Saviour, who hath called me by his grace, and 
b+ Cer. 4+ ſerme to declare againſt deceits and deceivers,and all falſe wayes, 
and faife worſhips, which ſtand inthe will of :nan , and being 
12,15, 16, dead with Chrilt,from the ruJiments of the world, as in = 
Eph 4.4, 5. 2+ I.can never touch, taſte, nor handle rhat which is toperi 
3 Pet, 1.22, yer, 20,21,22,23. Gedis a ſpirit, and all ais' wayes and. wor- 
23- _ ſhipsarenow inthe ſpirit, and his Miniſtry isin the :pirit,, and 
5034 his Miniſters are made by the will of C:0d,, and the foniste- 
2.4.s, vealed in them, and they are able Miniſters of the ſpirit, and 
Toh. 14. the baptiſm of Chriſt in the new Covenaat- ts by one ſpirit jaco 
16,17. one body, and weare made all to drink into ane ſpirit, where 
Rom.8. 14, there is one faith, one Lord, one Baptiſm,-oneGad-and Father 
12.12.26, of ns all, who are born again of water and the Spirit, and our 
C4. 1. 25, fouls are. nouriſhed with the milk of the word, and' Chriſt is our 
20, 27, breadoflife, and water of life, and feedeth our ſouls with the 
refreſhing mercics of his eternal love, ſo that we having received 
tae promiſe of the Father, which is the ſpirit:of his Son,crying 
Abba, Father, in our hearts, guiding and leading us jntoal 
tr2th, that weare made to exalt and ſet forth Iefus Chrilt to be of 
the everlaſting Miniſter of the new Covenant, and his Goſpel is ot 
free, and he Preacheth glad tidings to our ſouls, and giveth good M 
gifrs to our ſouls, and we are made to cry, Hoſarna to the high- 
ell, praifcs, praiſes be toe our God and Saviour, the Lord God 
"and his Son, and the holy Ghoſt the Comforter, whom i 
; wor 
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21.11; 1 A ſervant of the Lord feſms Chrif, Rich, Faro, ; 


( 13) | 
world knoweth not, nor the Prieſts and Clergy-men, with all Tob 28.12, 


their high-notions, and guilded pretences, cannot find out, whe ** 27: 


open their bags to receive of our earthly Treaſure, but never 


made us to partake of any ſpiricual gifts ; 1 deny them all that 
xchirelings, and teach for Tyches, gifts, or rewards, they are 
Kol ſhepherds,and Miniſters of man, ahd ſeht of man, and obey 
man, and received Orders, Commiſſion, Power and Authority, 
means and maintenance of man, who are they that donorabide 


in the councel of God,. and ido:notprofic the. people of God, 1-23: 29, 


1nd now it is conſidered as in thePropheſie of Feremaiab, 23.16. 


17. (021, 
© $oT have cleared my conſcience, in declating'part of my cx- 
perience of them,and not by report nor opinion of others, 

' Andbeing the defire of you the Commiſligners that are for: 
the pftoving of them your National Miniſters;as you call them, 


O33, 


The Book 
of affairs 


whoſay you do humbly and earneſtly beſcech- all the people;of in he Na- 
God chraughout.cthe Land, who fhall fend any Certificate to tion, pag. 3: 
you, that they would net take things: uponche opinion and re-, Friday the 


ports of orhers;but te certifie theit own perſonal knowledge and 7 
experience of them,: your Miniſters, &c. asin the book. you fer * 


forth, on thethird leaf, Friday: the 7, of: April, 1654; as you 
fay, that you would.not have any of- the-pcople of God-recoms» 
wend unto you, them whom God difalloweth,leR guilt be con- 
trated by the Recommenders,, to whole teſtimonials you ſay, 
fmuchis referred, thac-unfairhfull.men, whom Ged doth nor 
zpprove of; may not þe commended toyou, leſt they be.admir- 
ted of by you, to; the diſhonour of God, the prejudice of che 
Church, and theoutter; fruſtrating of the pious intends af your 
Honou:s, befides the blot which will. deſervedly ſtick to chem, 
not only for the profene, but with poſterity,and ſucceeding times; 
For as muck as the Cercificate now exhibited, | will appear up- 
ohrecords 7 +, - | # 24 941TH EG 2.2 \ 
. . Soto this my Certificate and Teſtimonial of them, the Prieſts 
of theſe times, which 1 do not know by the + Keats er report of 
others, but by real:experience, whether you do-approve of it er 


00, I have done my duty.inclearing my. conſcience, to let you + 


-know part;of my expzrienee of, them, - and accordipg/to your des 


"Greand humble rcqueR; and reſt, 


\ 


.of April, . 
65 4. 


Joh.g 12, 
33 324» 


ty Ghoſt; then ſee what is 
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A V Vord to you thatare appointed- 
to be Commiſlioners for the Approba- 
bation-of Miniſters, - > 


CTR Ak heed that you do not 'approve of thoſe 
CSM whom GedAlmighty difalloweth,and ſo your 
189 Jpdgement prove carnal,and you want fatto 
BS ſavourwithal, and be caſt out.of fayonr with 
COSI God for ſo doing. | | WS 

EEE Take heed to your ſelves and the work'you 
are about, that you do not ſtand asJudgesof the imple by your 


carnal wiſdom, & ſo ſeek teeſtablifh-proud,covetous,ſclt-ſrek- 


ing men, men that follow pleaſures, and are appreſfors, that 
Preach for hire, 100/.0r 2d0// per annum, vr Tythes;. Bribes, 
and large augmentations, ts pleaſe you and the. greatmen of 
the world, and ſo diſhonour the Lord;and if you pa aboutte 
apprere, and allowgand eſtabliſh thoſe whom God intends to 


root out, you muſt come to an account” before-the greatJudg of 


Heaven and Earth,and be puniſhed for itgtake heed'iof finoing 
againſt the light ofChriſt in your confcience, &againſt the ho» 

Nid in Heb. zo. 26,27. Read and 
enderftangd,and aQ,not according to the will of man, leſt chou 
diſobey the wilfof God: The everlaſting Goſpel of Teſus Chriſt 


is robe preached freely, and the proclamation is, Come freely, 


1{a. $5. and the Minjfters of the Goſpel are not by the will of 
man, nor approved by carnal men, but by God the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift. EB areted 
God is 8 Spirit,and all his Ordingncerare ſpiritnad. ; 
Therefore a word to thoſe thatfferupie abont the receiving 
or not receiving.that which they call a Sacrament & Commu- 
nion of Saints, at Efer, Penteceffl,Chriftmas,ſo called, » OY | 


1.5, 1G, wer 
- \- Fourthly! 


God, ure 
chic body of Chriſt, and fo catand > 4c damnation in not diſcer- 


; 5 | | 
Feſtival and: fet deyes, or any 4p time, When it is to beadmi- 
niſtred by thoſe that profeſs themſelves to be the Miniſters of 
Jclus Chriſt, 
_ Firſt, co theſimple hearted, whoſe defires are to walk in -the 
wiycs of Godlinefs, and to do thoſe things that aremoſt plca- 


_ 'fingand acceptable ro God in the lighrof I-ſus Chriſt our Lord : 


And you conceive that which you call the Ordinance of Chriſt, 
in the holy Sagramenr, ſo called in eating bread and wine at fet 


- times, to be a Sacrifice well pleaſing and acceptable to God, by 


Jeſus Chriſt, and thac it is, as you conceive, neceffary to falvati- 
'0n; and how fhall you be faved, if you negleR fo great ſalvati- 


on, xs you conceive thac holds forth to yt ur fouls : Let me tell 


you, that is cernal and periſhing,and the periſhing mind feedson ©2-2- 26, 

jt, and you negle& the body of Chriſt; * therefore touch jr not, *'* 2 33: 
Coleſ. 2.21, 22, 33. | 

Now if you look for that to be neceſſary to ſalvation, and 

' without it you cannot be ſaved, then do you make an Idol of ir, 

znd ſet it up in the room of Chrift, and fo would' make it a Co- 


| Saviour, and there contradit the greater with: the lels ; for- he 


himſelf faith, he is ableto fave all that come unto God by him, Heb.2."9, 
and he is not tobefound now that heis glotified and aſcended, 1914s 15- 


_ in that carnal right, and weak-and beggarly thing ; and there 


you erre CO OR not knowing the Seriptures,nor the 
power of God amo ſalvation, Heb, 10.9, 10, to ver. 19, 
- a Forthirdly, in that very ching which you call the Lords Sup. 


. per and Comtnumion of Saints, you are unfit to be x communi- 
cant, to partake ofthe bedy of Chriſt, whichis not carnal, but 


ſpiritual z whilſt youre carnally minded , you are enemies to 


"Jeſus Chriſt, -and ke harh no communion nor fellowſhip with 
thoſe tharare proud, nor with thoſe that are covetous, nor with 


thoſe that atedrunkards, nor 'with thoſethiar live in pleaſures , 


nor with backb1cers, nor haters, nor with any thatliveartd take 


pleaſurein an yroaloes , for ſuch ſhall norinherit rhe Kifg- Rev- 29. 


. dom of God, 1,Cor.; 6, 9,10. Gal. 5. 19, 20, 31: verſe, Rev.22, 7 
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| - (26) | 
ning the Lords body, now that he 1s aſcended and glorified, from 
alittle bread and wine, which is earthly and natural, and to bs 


received with wicked men, thatjlive and take pleaſure ia unrighte- 
- oufnefs, and ſuch arcin: the fleſh,” and their commnaion js .not 


in the ſpirit, and they are ſacrificing to devils, and their is no - 


oe mah of Saints, but a fellowſhip with "wicked men and 
evils. 

Fifthly ; But there is an imitation by the carnal minded ones, 
wholivein deathand darkneſs, from the letter, which is death, 
to ſet up the form of a thing, and lives in ſhadows, without a 
ſubſtance, and this you ſay is a thing that ought to. be done, 
—_— that Chriſt himſelf did break the Paſsover with his Di- 
ciples. 

Truc it is,. he did fo to ſhew them what death he was - to die, 
his body was to be broken, and his bloed to. be ſhed, and that 
was the figure, 2nd they were to obſerve it till he-came toriſe 
from the dead ; and they did ſo, for ſaith he, As often as je do 
this, do it in remembrance of me, for therein they ſhewed the 


$ ” 


Lords death till-he came to be ſacrificed upon the Croſs, and 
his body ghere to he broker,and bis bleod to : ſhed ; for before 
that Chriſt broke tha Paſsover with his Diſciples, they knew 
not Whas death he was todie, and they did obſerve it till he 
came to them again aftes his death, and then the ſhadow was put 
away, and.thelife was manifcſted in power, and the ſubſtance 
-was come unto them ; for he ſhewed himfelf to thoſe very diſci- 
ples which he broke the Paſsover with beforc his death ſeveral 
times, and by many infallible reſtimonies , to confirm them that 
it was him that was riſen from the dead, and came unto them to 
ſtrengthen and confirm them in the faith, life,and power of truth, 
as.the Scripture witneffeth. | Ik, 

Sixthly : Bur do you read that Chriſt gave any cominand to 
his Diſciples to obſerve thac thing, after his reſurreRion when 


he was come to them again, read che firſt bf As; and before 
that heaſcended.into heaven, you may ſee when he had called 


AS: 1, cb, 


them together, what command he gave them at his parting wich 


them, and there is no mention of any fach carnal. thing by tim 


after. his glorification; therefore do you erte, not owing os 


— - 7 
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| Bb 
Lords body and Communien of Saints, which is in the ſpitit or 
itz of Chriit | | 
Seventhly, None are fit Communicans to have fellowlthip 
with Chriſt that lives in their {ins;for whar fellowſhip hath righ- 2 Cor. 6, 


te» | 
not reonfnels with unrighteouſnels? and what agreement hath 749/0. 18. 
vs - the Temple of God with Idols ? he chat hath communion with ow” wy 
. ' : . . Fl . 3 P 
nd Chriſt, doth not commit ſin, and that is a right communicant ; * Iok.z, 8, 


for he that commits {1n, js of the ſociety, and fellowſhip of de- go, v. 
vis, and hatn communion in wickedneſs , for he that commit- 
h, reth (in is of the devi), and is one of his communicants, but he 
thatis born of God linneth not, and hath fellowſhip with ths 


ta 
Ne, Father and the Son , and he that abidethin kim, and is in union 
Jie wich Chrift,(inneth net; ke that finneth, hath not ſeen him, 
| reicher known him, 1 Foh» 3. 5, 6. verſes. | 
ie, ' Etghtly, Therefore tirtle children let vo man deceive you with ad 
”at vain words, for became of theſe things cometh the wrath of " wy: : 
iſe God wpon the children of diſobedience , and he that doth righ- 1 Toh. g. 7, 
do teauſi:els, is of God, and my bave right, and hath right to the 20. 
he body of C hriſft, and his ſoul fecderth on Thriſt daily, as.in John 
| the ſixth Chapter, where he fairh ke is the bread of life that 1s 
re trom heaven, ard Wheſo eateth my file, anddrinketh my blood, 
M7 hath eternal life; bur that isnot a little bread and wine which 
he is carnal, and not eternal, Ton 6. 54, for faith Chriſt Jeſus, 31p 
ut- fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood ts drink indeed, he that eat- | 
ce eth my fieſh, and drinketh my blood, dwilteth in me, and 1 in him, 21 | 
jo Iohn 6. 55; 56+ x 4 
al Ninethly, He is not there talking of bread and wine, but fleſh  ; 
at 2nd blocd ; 1s bread ficſh ? or is wine blood ? or arethey (joyn- a 
( ed together ) the life of Chriſt, if they were, then he that had 4 | 
h, molt of this World , might have moſt of that food ; but the 
| Kinzdom of Chrift is nor of the world , and the pure in ſpirit, 
'o theirs is the Kingdom of God ; and breadand wine is ſo far out 
n ofthe mind of Chriſt, now where he is troubling the Jews; for | 
'0 the carnal people caw ger inta carnal obſervations and imitations, | 


d but not into the ſpirit and life, thar Chriſt did exceedingly trou-. _ 
ble the Jews, in that ſaying, Jobs 6,, when he ſaith, Iam cheli-' 
ving bread which came down from heaven, .4f any man eat of *-* 
this bread, he hall livefor ever, &c. then were the Jews _ 
FE, | C3 OW | ca' 


4. 


( : 
bled at thoſe ſayings, verſe 51, 52.and ſo are the Jewsin knows 
ledge now that hath a form, wgthour eicher life or power,and 
knoweth not that bread which is the life of the Saints, which 

they have union withall, who are of the houſhold of God,that 
live in Chrift, the everlaſting ſacrifice, & he is meat and Arink. 
for the ſoul to feed o0n,and bave fellowſhip withall,& not bread 
and wine, 7ohs 6.As the living Father hath ſent me, and I live 
by the Father, ſo he that eateth in me , ſhall live by me, ſaith 

Chrift, Fohx 6. 57, v. 

Tentkly, This is not carnal bread,nor carnal communion, as 
the worlds is,and conceiveth the Saints to be ſo;here is no talk 
of bread and wine, but fleſh and blood ; which troubleth both 
Jews and Diſciples that were carnal ,/ ſo that they left him; but 
had he been talking of bread and wine, it would net ſo much 
have troubled carnal minded people, they could have received 
ir, and carnal diſciples need not have left Chriſt at that ſaying, 
as they did, but the ſpirirual ones abroad, and their communion 
was in the ſpirit,& is now the ſame, and eateth the fame bread, 
Zebn 6 58. and the bread which we break is the communion 
of the body of Chriſt, and not a wheat loaf of bread, that is 
but food for the body, and none for the ſoul, but Chriſt our 
Paſſcover js food tor the ſouh,and Saints communion is in him, 
in being rade partakersoef his life,and the cup which we drink, 
isthe communion of the blood of Chriſt,and nuta cup of wine, 
that is carnal, and nouriſhing for the body, but Chriſt is our 
bread and head,& meat and drink ts our ſouls, neow,ashe was 
ro his Saints in former ages; I ſpeak to thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
to judge what I ſay, 1-Cor. 10, 15, 16, 17. and they that can 
receive it, [et them. 

- Andif any ſtumble atthe corner Rane, it isthat they may 
be broken and fall, he that hath ears to hear, ler htm hear what 
the Spirit ſaith to che Churches, - 

Now to whom Chriſt is come,they need notto obſerve that 
which did typifie, or hold forth that he was tocome,and when. 

that which is perfe&is come, which is Chrift Jeſus,the perfeRi- 
on of beauty ; ' then bread and wine; and carnal obfervations, . 
whichare imperfeR,areto be done away:and now people that. 
profeſs Chriſt come, and to be their Saviour,do hold-up 2 type, - 
|; 206- 
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nd would have that to be a Coe-Saviour, and look for falyation ' 
by it, and in it; but what ſpiritual operation hath that carnal 
imitation upon your ſouls, I appeal to the fimplicity that will 
witneſs to pnrity as it ftands unvailed ? 
That when there hath been a fight of their ſouls wants,and a 
diſcovery: of their fi:s, then they cry and pray to be firted and 
prepared to receive Chriſt in thac Oadinance, as they call ir, 
and after three or four weeks preparation they areſtill as unhe as 
they were, and go in fear, and at the receivin2 of it, are ready to 
cremble leſt they be unworthy, and after they have received ir, 
look for ſome change or new life , bya ſpiritual operation te 
coms into their ſouls by it, but none cometh in at that door,then ? 
fears and doubts may ariſe in them, and 7#das is brought to re- 
membrance, and fo are in troubles. This is: the condition of p 
thoſe that make a conſcience of it; but where haſt chou mer 
Chriſt,or what lifeand por is come into thy ſoul at the recei- 
ving of it ? Judge thy ſelf, te that inthy conſcience dol ſpeak, 
which fhall witneſs for me,as the book of conſcience is opencd, : 
then (ha!lT be witnetfſed ; in wrath remember whac 1 ſay , all i 
you that are in the fleſh, and walk on in the broad way. And 3 
others there are that go to thit thing as if they went to an lan 
or a Tavern; butall fleſhly joy ſhall be turned inro mourning, . 
and woeto all that are at caſc in the fleſh, but bleſſed are they 
that mourn in Sex, 
They who know their Teacher within, ſhall not have him re- 
moved into a corner any more ; . therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
Thou ſoalt hear a voice bebind thee ſaying, this u5 the way, walk 
init, when thou tarueft tothe right hand, or when thou turneſt 
to the left, And faith Jeſus Chriſt, 34y ſheep hear my woice, Ifa.30'20," 
aud they follow me, and will not follow after ſtrangers, John 19, 21. 
4 $« verſes. £ 
Dear heart3,high and low, rich and poor, bond and free, male F 
and female, Jew and Gentile, every one, every where, in what 
eſtate and condirion or diſpenſation ſaever you are iv, (tend (till -- 
out of your own thoughts and imaginations, for they lead our 
your minds into cumbrances and vain janslings, {trite and cove- 
toaſ1:{s, and there you follow the voice of the itianger, which” | 
leadech to coufuſion ; and fo one crycth loc here, and another: 
ES log - - 4 


. tings and flefhly performances, and toforſake ail your vain de. 
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{36 the:6, 811d (6 =_ a fo aſtray, and do not follow 
rae Lord, and dwell in your Tents ;- therefore, O ;(racl, to thy 
Tents... | . 

Ard all wait that the Lordmay lead you, 8s in the light of che 
CGoſpel,co dwell hate and love one with apother, chat pati. 
ence may poſſeſs your ſouls, that you may obey the..voice of 
the ſpirit of truth within, Which is checking and caliing unto you 
corturntothe Lard, and to deny your fclves of all your ſelf-4- 


lights and pleaſures, and-toundoe: the heavy burdens, and ler 
the oppreſled goe free, and break every yoak, deal thy bread to 
the hungry, and bring the poor that are calt out to thy houſe, &c. 
then ſhall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine health 
ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, then (halt. thou call, and. che Lord ſhall 
anſwer, thou ſhalt cry, and. he ſhall ay, here am 1, if thou take 
away from the midſt} of thee the yoke, the putting forch of the 
fnger, and ſpeaking vainly, anddraw out thy ſoul co the kungrty, 
and fatisfie the afflicted ſouls, then ſhall tþy darkneſs be as the 
noon-day, [/a. 58. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1, 
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